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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0284250A2] Apparatus for use with a densitometer having a probe (4) with an output and a probe driver (18) for driving the probe
includes a loop circuit coupled between the probe output and the probe driver. An amplifying circuit (12) is coupled in the loop circuit to amplify the
signal provided by the probe (4). A phase/gain control device (16) is also coupled in the loop circuit between the amplifying device (12) and the
probe driver (18). The phase/gain control device (16) controls the loop circuit to provide a loop gain of at least one and a substantially zero degree
phase shift between the probe driver (18) and the probe output signal. The amplifying device includes an op-amp which is preferably coupled to a
shielded cable (14) carrying the probe output signal. The shield conductor and one input of the op-amp are held at ground potential, and the op-amp
acts to hold the centre conductor at ground potential also. With the centre conductor held at ground potential, the output signal from the probe varies
with current, not voltage. A resistance in the feedback path of the op-amp converts current changes to voltage changes proportional to the output
signal of the probe. Since the centre conductor of the shielded cable varies in current only, the output signal from the probe is insensitive to cable
length, cable loading, and cable capacitance.
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