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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0313698A1] The invention is a method of manufacture of a cylindrical electrode such as a thermionic cathode (10) comprising an array
(13) of helical filaments (12). The method comprises the step of placing the array (13), attached to its support electrodes (14, 16) which are fixedly
mounted to a common subassembly support (18, 20, 21, 22, 24), inside a close-fitting refractory dielectric cylinder (26) and heating the filament
assembly (13) by passing current through the filaments. The filament assembly (13) expands to contact the form (26). On further heating it is
plastically deformed to form a perfect cylindrical shape. After cooling and shrinking, it is removed from the form (26).
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