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Abstract (en)
A body (200) adapted to move downstream through a fluid has a downstream extending smooth surface (202) terminating at a blunt base (206).
Extending transversely across the smooth surface (202) and disposed upstream of the blunt base (206) is a thin, downstream extending plate (210)
closely spaced from the smooth surface (202). At least the downstream end portion of the plate (210) is convoluted such that its downstream end
(216) is wave shaped. The convolutions are designed to generate pairs of counterrotating vortices (230,234;228,238) which delay boundary layer
separation from the smooth surface (202) and cause fluid to flow into the space immediately behind the blunt base (206), reducing base drag on the
body (200). The device generates very little drag of its own.
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