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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4846737A] A multiple pole coupling for electrical lines is disclosed in which plural contact elements are mounted in longitudinal passages
in a coupling body. A first housing with a base plate and cover plate receives a slide with a set of slide passages therein for receiving contact
elements. A set of base plate passages and a corresponding set of cover plate passages are disposed in the same pattern as the slide passages but
the cover plate passages are laterally offset from the base plate passages. The slide is disposed in the housing in a first position with the passages
therein being aligned respectively with the corresponding base plate passages. Each contact element extends through a base plate passage and is
disposed partially in the base plate passage and partially in the corresponding slide passage. Each of the contact elements has a laterally extending
abutment shoulder and each of the base plate passages has an enlarged portion adjacent the part of the contact element disposed therein. The
slide is movable in the housing from the first position to a second position in which the aforesaid part of the contact element is disposed in the
enlarged portion of the passage and in which the passages in the slide are aligned respectively with the cover plate passages. Also, in the second
position, each of the abutment shoulders overlies a part of the base plate whereby the contact elements are held captive in the passages.
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