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Abstract (en)
A prepaid charge counting apparatus (10) to be employed, for example, in a particular parking system in which the parking period of time is limited.
In such a case, the driver has to purchase the apparatus in advance such that a count corresponding to the prepaid amount is assigned to the
apparatus. When parking a car in the parking place, the user first operates the ON/OFF operation unit (12) to initiate the respective sections of the
apparatus (10), and then the remaining amount of the count and the consumption state of the time are appropriately displayed on the display (11).
This apparatus (10) is placed at a position in a car visible from the outside thereof such that the time measuring unit (41) continuously measures
the consumed period of time and that the arithmetic unit (42) converts the measurement result of the time measuring section (41) into a count
so as to compute the remaining amount of the count. The control unit (43) updates the display contents on the display section (11) based on the
measurement result of the time measuring section (41) and the computation result of the arithmetic unit (42). The manager of the parking place
monitors the display contents to appropriately check the consumption state of the time. In consequence, in order to construct a prepayment system
in the parking place, when the apparatus is employed, the inventment for the special facility and the management cost can be unnecessitated.
Furthermore, the user is relieved from the annoying operation of the prepayment of the parking charge for each parking operation.
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