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Abstract (en)
An apparatus for supporting an intermediate portion of an awning sheet winding shaft (2), comprising: i) a housing (8) having an awning sheet
entrance/exit opening portion (9) and the remaining portion with which at least a half of an outer peripheral surface of the winding shaft (2) is
surrounded; ii) rollers (10) rotatably mounted in the housing (8) so as to be spaced apart from each other in a circumferential direction of the
housing; iii) an endless belt (12) running round at least two of the rollers (10), an outer surface of the belt (12) being brought into contact with at least
a lower surface of the awning sheet (6) wound on the winding shaft (2); and iv) an annular groove (14) provided in one of an outer peripheral surface
of each of the rollers (10) and an inner peripheral surface of the belt (12), the other one of the outer peripheral surface of each of the rollers (10) and
the inner peripheral surface of the belt being provided with an annular ridge (15) engaging with the annular groove (14).
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