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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0349122A2] A method and apparatus which filter the number of invalidates to be propagated onto a private processor bus are provided.
This is desirable so that the processor bus is not overloaded with invalidate requests. The present invention describes a method of filtering the
number of invalidates to be propagated to each processor. A memory interface filters the invalidates by using a second private bus, the invalidate
bus (46), which communicates with the cache controller. The cache controller can tell the memory interface whether data corresponding to the
address on the invalidate bus (46) is resident in the private cache memory of that processor. In this way, the memory interface only has to request
the private processor bus when necessary, in order to perform the invalidate.
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