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Abstract (en)
[origin: JPH0254823A] PURPOSE: To simultaneously operate a large number of contacts by applying control electric current to an operational
member made of a material having a shape memory property. CONSTITUTION: A spiral operational element 10 made of a shape memory alloy is
kept in an extended state from the shape set at the manufacturing time by force of a compression spring 17. When control electric current is applied
to the element 10, the element is heated and turned back to the original cntracted state. Thereby resisting the force of the return spring 17, a piston
21 moves toward the stand 27. Consequently, the control member 9 is accompanied with a contact spring 14, separates a contact couple 2, and
brings a contact 4 into contact with a contact 3. The opening and closing state is retained until the shape memory property of the element 10 is
weakened by shutting the control current and an initial set state is again restored by the spring 17. As a result, a large number of contacts can be
simultaneously operated.
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