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Abstract (en)
A pattern data processing method processes a hierarchical pattern data which has a hierarchical structure and describes in each level thereof one
or a plurality of internal cells constituting one or a plurality of logic blocks of a semiconductor integrated circuit device which is to be produced. The
pattern processing method comprises the steps of defining a frame at a boundary between a level i of the hierarchical structure and a level i+1 which
is higher than the level i, cutting a first portion of a pattern which protrudes out of the frame from the level i to the level i+1 and setting the cut first
portion as a pattern of the level i+1, cuting a second portion of a pattern which protrudes out of the frame from the level i+1 to the level i and casting
aside the cut second portion, and repeating the steps of cutting the first and second portions for a predetermined number of levels for increasing
values of i, where i=1, 2, ..., n, n is an arbitrary integer and a pattern of the semiconductor integrated circuit device is described in a highest level n
+1.
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