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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0353900A1] A keyboard switch for use with a membrane switch array (20) to provide a tactile feeling and, optionally, a click sound
comprises a housing (10) which is positioned on the membrane switch array (20). A plunger (13) is reciprocally mounted within the housing (10)
and projects outwardly from the housing, the plunger having a cam portion (133). An actuating arm (14) is pivoted to the housing (10) and has a
first portion (141) extending beneath the plunger (13) and a second, cam follower portion (142) which engages the cam portion (133) of the plunger
(13). The first portion (141) of the actuating arm (14) has a boss (1412) on its surface facing away from the plunger (13) for engaging the switch
array (20). A compression spring (15) extends between the plunger (13) and the first portion 141 of the actuating arm (14) to urge the plunger (13)
outwardly from the housing (10). A leaf spring (16) is mounted to the housing (10) and has a portion (161) which normally engages the plunger
(13) whereby when the plunger is depressed into the housing (10) the boss (1412) on the actuating arm actuates the membrane switch and the
plunger flexes the leaf spring to a point at which the spring snaps back to a rest position thereby providing a tactile feeling and, in certain cases, a
click sound.
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