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Abstract (en)
Commodity meter (11) is adapted for prepayment by insertion of credit card (32) into a card reader and eraser unit (30). The unit sends a command
signal over a multicore cable (21) to drive a motor (18) within the meter casing. Motor (18) drives a cam (16) to a rotational orientation representing
the amount of credit. Mechanical drive (17) from metering elements (not shown) drives cam (16) to reduce the amount of credit. At zero credit cam
(16) holds a valve (14) closed, while in credit representing positions it is opened. The valve is connected in the flow line of the commodity through
the meter. Should cable (21) be severed, the mechanical drive continues to reduce the credit until the valve closes.
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