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Abstract (en)
A vacuum contact type printing device carrying out printing with an original film (S) and a photosensitive material (P) being in contact with each
other includes a flexible sheet (26) on which the photosensitive material (P) is placed, a sheet holding portion (22) provided below the sheet (26),
an original holding portion for holding the original (S) provided facing the sheet, and a sealable exposure chamber (A) containing the sheet (26),
the sheet holding portion (22) and the original holding portion. Switching valves (V1,V2) for switching the pressure of the central portion (S1) and
of the peripheral portions (S3) of the sheet holding portion (22) between a negative pressure and the atmospheric pressure are provided at the
central and peripheral portions. A vacuum pump (VP) is connected to the exposure chamber to reduce the pressure of the exposure chamber, and a
pressure sensor for detecting the pressure in the exposure chamber (A) is provided. The pressure between the sheet and the sheet holding portion
is switched by the switching valves successively from the central portion (S1) to the peripheral portions (S3), from the negative pressure to the
atmospheric pressure, responsive to the output from the pressure sensor.
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