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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0372810A2] In an ink jet printer (110), the time that has elapsed since the ink jet cartridge (220) last printed is timed and after one hour
has elapsed with no printing, all the nozzles (222a-222b) of the cartridge are caused to print, to prevent clogging of the nozzles. Also, a line of
constant average dot density along its length is plotted, regardless of the orientation of various segments making up the plotted line. For any one
increment of chart movement, each point in the other dimension is plotted only once, to conserve ink and prevent heavy buildup of ink on the chart.
When the printer (110) is in plot mode, the nozzles are used in sequence, instead of always using the same nozzle, so as to lengthen the life of the
cartridge (220).
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