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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0374617A2] In a device for starting and operating electric gas discharge lamps, in particular in motor vehicles, having an alternating
voltage source to which a gas discharge lamp is connected, having a transformer, the secondary winding of which is arranged in series with the
gas discharge lamp and forms an oscillatory circuit with a first capacitor, and the primary winding of which is part of a firing circuit which contains a
second capacitor and a semiconductor switch, having a voltage detection device in the firing circuit which is connected via a switching device to the
semiconductor switch, in order to minimise the reactive load for the alternating voltage source by means of the transformer and to ensure a reliable
firing and operation of the device, the first secondary winding of the transformer, the first capacitor and the gas discharge lamp form a first series
oscillatory circuit, the resonant frequency of the first series oscillatory circuit corresponding to the basic frequency of the voltage of the alternating
voltage source. <IMAGE>
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