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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5045126A] The invention is exclusively concerned with heat treatments before hardening, of metallic pieces, by cementation,
carbonitridation and heating. The process concerns the feeding of a non muffle heat treatment furnace with various components including nitrogen
which is produced by an adsorption or selective permeation generator and which has a residual oxygen content of the order of 2%. According to the
invention, after the furnace has ceased to be in operation for a substantial period of time, it is reconditioned by injecting purer nitrogen which has a
residual oxygen content lower than 0.3% and which is produced by said generator, adjusted at a lower extraction rate.
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