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Abstract (en)
A method of controlling the current flow in the solenoid winding 13 of an electromagnetic actuator in which the current flowing in the winding is
controlled by a pair of switches SW1 and SW2 connected in series with the ends of the winding and a pair of supply terminals respectively. A pair of
flywheel diodes D1 and D2 are provided. The switches are both closed to allow the current to rise to a peak value and then one switch is opened to
allow the current to decay at a first rate through one diode and then the second switch is opened to allow the current to decay at an increased rate
through both diodes. The current is allowed to decay below the normal hold value and then is raised to the hold value.
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