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Abstract (en)
[origin: US4993556A] A turning device which receives randomly oriented sheet-like items, such as bank notes, and delivers them in a predetermined
orientation comprises a testing station which determines the initial orientation of the items, a control device which receives signals emitted by
the testing station indicative of the initial orientation, and a conveying system which is responsive to the control device for re-orienting the items.
The turning device includes a service station having a conveying path therein. The service station is rotatable about an axis of rotation into first
and second rest positions which are separated by 180 DEG by arc. The conveying path of the service station is operable in forward and reverse
directions. The conveying path of the service station also includes two openings through which it receives the items and discharges them after they
have been reoriented. Depending on the initial orientation of the items, the control device delivers the items to the conveying path of the service
station through one of the two openings, instructs the conveying path whether to rotate about its axis, and instructs the conveying path whether
to continue operating in the forward direction or to reverse directions. Thereby, the control device enables the turning device to receive randomly
oriented items through an input and to deliver them to an output according to a predetermined orientation. A sorting mechanism can be connected to
the output of the turning device so that the sheet-like items can be stacked in separate compartments according to the predetermined orientation.
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