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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0384496A2] A method for determining the time lapse between the start and finish of athletes, vehicles or such like objects not triggering
any light barrier at the finish line provides for the use of a recording camera with a replay device for still images and preferably with a monitor, a timer
which in each case inserts the running time into these individual images in steps corresponding to the individual images during the camera operation
and displays the respective time of the individual photo from still image to still image. The recording camera provides still images at a fixed time
interval in this case and is preferably set up in line with the finish line. The procedure is that between the change between two camera images at the
time when the object passes through the finish, the distance travelled in front of and/or after the finish line by this object, the finish time of which is
to be determined, and the time known from one image change to the next image change and the corresponding distance is subdivided in the ratio
of the section of the first still image located in front of the finish line and/or of the second still image located after the finish line and the proportion
of time corresponding to the distance in front of the finish being added to the time then inserted and/or the proportion of time after the finish line
being subtracted from the time allocated to the second still image. The speed of the object obtained from the difference of the times between two still
images and the distance corresponding to this difference can be displayed as a scale or marking lines at the finish and this scale or the like can be
adapted to the respective speed of the object. It is particularly expedient if the scale is determined or calculated electronically and is at least inserted
into the finish images. <IMAGE>
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