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Abstract (en)
In a fork lift vehicle (10) that includes an extensible boom (14) pivoted at one end to a base (12) and carrying a fork platform (18) at the opposing
end, fork height above a horizontal plane that intersect the boom/base pivot axis is determined upon initiation of an automatic mode of operation. A
pair of sensors (44) provide associated signals as functions of boom extension and boom angle respectively. Boom extension is directly controlled
by the vehicle operator during the automatic mode of operation, while boom angle is controlled as a combined function of the angle and extension
sensor output signals (R3,A3), and desired platform height above horizontal. Thus, velocity of motion at the boom end platform remains directly
controlled by the vehicle operator while verticle height of the platform forks is maintained.
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