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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5055644A] In a snap locking mechanism for rotary switches an operating shaft (4) operable by a switch handle can be rotated against
the force of an energy-storage mechanism and each lock-in position is occupied with at least partial release of the energy-storage mechanism.
The energy-storage mechanism is formed by axially acting compression springs (8) and acts on a driver ring (6) exhibiting slopes in the peripheral
direction which interacts with another driver ring (13), couplable with the operating shaft, exhibiting a corresponding counterprofile with slopes.
A coupling for dragged slaving (28, 29) is provided between the two driver rings (6, 13). Handle-side driver ring (6) carries stops (11) on its front
facing away from these slopes, which interact with counterstops (12), integral with the housing, when they reach the snap position of the locking
mechanism. Two annular links (14, 15) placed concentrically to the slopes of driver rings (6,13), each of which is operative for one direction of
rotation each and which exhibit on their front sawteeth inclined in the opposite direction to one another running in the peripheral direction and which
interact respectively with a corresponding counterprofile on handle-side driver ring (6) or in housing (2) (FIG. 1).
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