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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0403782A2] A cursor control/data input device for a computer display system which utilizes a conventional X-Y mouse provided with
a third Z with axis data generating mechanism. The mouse may be used with any non-specific support surface and would have conventional X-Y
data generating wheels or a rotating ball (3) with appropriate pick-up elements to generate the X-Y coordinate data. Third, or Z, coordinate data is
produced by a third instrumentality (5 - 9) in the mouse body (1), preferably operable by the operator's thumb or index finger. Means comprising a
pressure sensitive button mounted on the surface of the mouse, or alternatively means actuated by the insertion of the operator's finger into a hole
provided in the mouse's body, generate said Z coordinate data. Movement of the finger in the hole is measurable by any of a number of different
instrumentalities.
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