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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0409000A1] This apparatus (1), which is designed for operation either as a heater or a cooler by reversing the flow of thermal fluid,
comprises an indoor unit (2), an outdoor unit (3), a flexible connection element (4) between the indoor unit and the outdoor unit, an indoor heat
exchanger (5) within the indoor unit (2), an outdoor heat exchanger (16) within the outdoor unit (3), a compressor (7) internal to the indoor unit (2),
and an expansion device (33,34). The apparatus (1) also includes connective ducting comprising, inside the connection element (4), three flexible
lines: a main flexible line (32) for the thermal fluid to flow between the outdoor heat exchanger (16) and the compressor (7) in either directions, a
heating mode flexible line (33) for the thermal fluid to flow from the indoor heat exchanger (5) to the outdoor heat exchanger (16) during operation
in the heating mode, and a cooling mode flexible line (34) for the thermal fluid to flow from the outdoor heat exchanger (16) to the indoor heat
exchanger (5) during operation in the cooling mode. The flexible connection element (4) comprises a sleeve (26) defining two separate longitudinal
cavities (27,28), of which one cavity (27) accommodates the main flexible line (32) together with the heating mode flexible line (33), and the other
cavity (28) accommodates the cooling mode flexible line (34).
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