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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0421145A2] An improved printing machine comprises a tubular rubber blanket, which is mounted removably on a blanket cylinder, has a
continuous gap-free outer surface and is in rolling-off contact with a printing plate on a plate cylinder. The rubber blanket consists at least partially of
a compressible material which is compressed by the plate cylinder at a gap between the plate cylinder and the blanket cylinder. The outer surface of
the rubber blanket has a circumferential speed which is the same at points immediately before the gap, at the gap and immediately after the gap in
order to prevent smearing of the printed image at the gap. The rubber blanket can comprise an outer layer of non-compressible material and an inner
layer of compressible material. The outer layer of the rubber blanket is deformable in order to compress the inner layer of the rubber blanket. The
inner layer of the rubber blanket contains a multiplicity of air bubbles which are relatively large prior to deformation of the outer layer of the rubber
blanket by the printing plate on the plate cylinder and are relatively small in a partial region of the inner layer of the rubber blanket which is then
compressed by deformation of the outer layer of the rubber blanket. The rubber blanket has an inner metal bush which is tensioned by the blanket
cylinder in order to retain the rubber blanket on the blanket cylinder by this means.
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