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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0435756A1] The underground formation and the adjacent zone are for example an oil bearing stratum (Z1) and a subjacent aquifer layer
(Z2) at a pressure greater than that in this zone (Z1). The method essentially consists in drilling at least one deviated drain hole (D) (preferably
horizontal or almost horizontal) in the intermediate layer (L) which is for example a zone made to have low permeability because of the presence
of heavy and viscous hydrocarbon products and in connecting the two zones by fractures in the intermediate layer proceeding from the drain hole.
The drain hole can be fitted with a pipe (C) pierced by orifices over a section of its length, with stopping units (B1 to B3) allowing the total or partial
confinement of the drain and with pressure means for causing fractures in the intermediate layer at the level of these confined portions. It is possible
to inject water under pressure from the zone (Z2) into the oil bearing zone through the fractures which are made during production and to drain the
formation better. <??>Application to the exploitation of oil bearing strata, for example. <IMAGE>
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