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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9004655A1] A process for removing and recovering cyanide from a cyanide-containing mixture. A cyanide-containing waste stream (12)
is treated in a pH adjustment zone (14) by addition of acidifying agent (16) in order to obtain a stream having a pH between about 6 and about
9.5. The pH adjusted stream is then transferred (18) from zone (14) to a volatilization zone (20), where HCN is transferred from the liquid phase to
the gas phase using a volatilization gas (19). The stream of volatilized HCN and volatilization gas is removed from zone (20) and transferred into a
cyanide recovery zone (26) to which basic material is fed (22). The treated tailings can be removed (28) and contacted in zone (31) with alkaline
material (35) to readjust the pH upward to a range of about 9.5 to about 10.5 in order to precipitate metals. The resulting pH adjusted tailings (32)
can then be impounded (34).
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