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Abstract (en)
An apparatus for producing items in selected configurations and a system and method for controlling the same. More particularly, an apparatus for
producing mail pieces and a system and method for controlling it to produce mail pieces in a variety of configurations are disclosed. The apparatus
includes a laser printer (5) and folding sealing apparatus (6) controlled by a data processor (1). The folder sealer apparatus combines sheets printed
by the laser printer with pre-printed sheets and envelope forms (10), which also may be printed by the laser printer or may be windowed envelopes,
folds the sheets as necessary and folds and seals the envelope form about the folded sheets to produce a mail piece. A user inputs a configuration
for the mail piece which is translated by the data processor into a data structure and transmitted to the controller (6-1) of the folder sealer apparatus.
The controller controls devices comprised in the laser printer and the folder sealer by executing state routines in accordance with the data structure
to produce the mail piece in the defined configuration. Concurrently the data processor transmits text from an output file to the laser printer for
printing on printed sheets and envelope forms. The data processor also controls the laser printer to print an address for the mail piece either on an
envelope form or on a printed sheet in a position where it will be visible through the envelope. Thus the apparatus is controlled to process an output
file stored in the data processor into a mail run having a selected configuration. A mechanism and method for folding and sealing the upper (14) and
side (16) flaps of an envelope form is also disclosed. <IMAGE>

IPC 1-7
B43M 3/04; B43M 5/04

IPC 8 full level
B31B 41/00 (2006.01); B43M 3/04 (2006.01); B43M 5/04 (2006.01)

CPC (source: EP US)
B43M 3/04 (2013.01 - EP); B43M 5/04 (2013.01 - EP US); B31B 2150/00 (2017.07 - EP US); B31B 2160/10 (2017.07 - EP);
B31B 2170/20 (2017.07 - EP)

Citation (search report)
• [Y] FR 366099 A 19060926 - JOHN ALOYSIUS MARKOE [US]
• [Y] FR 1492812 A 19670825
• [AD] US 4834699 A 19890530 - MARTIN SAMUEL W [US]
• [A] FR 1503822 A 19671201

Cited by
US5944946A; EP0726169A1; EP1916121A1; US5960607A; US5938880A; DE19652162A1; NL9301296A; GB2320708A; GB2320708B;
WO9313950A1; EP0499780B1

Designated contracting state (EPC)
CH DE FR GB IT LI NL SE

DOCDB simple family (publication)
EP 0448271 A1 19910925; CA 2037616 A1 19910913

DOCDB simple family (application)
EP 91302050 A 19910312; CA 2037616 A 19910306

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP0448271A1?&section=Biblio&called_by=GPI
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP91302050&lng=en&tab=main
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=20000101&symbol=B43M0003040000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=20000101&symbol=B43M0005040000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B31B0041000000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B43M0003040000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B43M0005040000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B43M3/04
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B43M5/04
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B31B2150/00
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B31B2160/10
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B31B2170/20

