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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9008039A1] A process for controlling the operation of a printing head detects defects in the transport of the printing head along a printed
line and if necessary corrects them. A control unit (24) controls a current source (16) which supplies current to a transport motor (12) which moves
the printing head (10). The printing elements (14) of the printing head (10) are supplied with pulsed drive current (ID) by a driver component (18).
A position indicator (20) records the distance travelled by the printing head (10) along a printed line. According to the invention, the transport time
between two printing positions is monitored to detect whether a limit value (G) is exceeded. If the limit value (G) is exceeded, the drive of the printing
head (10) is stopped and if necessary the printing head is moved in the opposite direction and/or at least one printing element (14, 15) is operated
with less energy that that required for printing. As a result of these measures, a defect due to adhesion of a printing element (14) to a printing ribbon
can be detected and eliminated automatically.
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