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Abstract (en)
A part being treated, e.g. cleaned, and one or more electrodes are connected to a power supply and an arc discharge is initiated at a pressure
below 10 Pa between the part and the electrode(s) in the mode of a drooping portion of the voltage-ampere characteristic of the arc or using a
power supply charging a drooping external volt-ampere characteristic. In one precedure, during arcing, a difference of potentials of electric field
approximately equal to zero is created on the treatment zone of the part and/or on the working surface of the electrode(s) and the area of movement
of the arc plasma is limited to the said zone and/or the said working surface. In another procedure, a difference of potentials other than zero is
created, areas with the highest and/or lowest potential being moved along the treatment zone and/or working surface, and the area of movement
of the arc plasma being limited to the treatment zone and/or working surface. In another procedure the region of the arc discharge in the space
between the part and the electrode(s) is positively compressed or partly restricted, and the said region and the part are moved relative to each other
according to a predetermined program. <IMAGE>
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