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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0469948A1] The present invention relates to an apparatus for measuring "at random" the depth of the profiles 2 on the tread 12 of a
vehicle tyre 3 when it passes over a specific road section 4, comprising at least one open trench 5 made in the road section level with the assumed
passage of the tyre, the trench opening out onto the road section by way of at least one aperture 6, at least one light source 7 arranged in the
trench 5 so as to transmit a light beam 8 towards the aperture 6 at a non-zero angle with the surface of the road section, a photosensitive sensor
14 capable of picking up the beams emitted by the light spot which the beam forms on the tread of the tyre when it passes over the aperture and of
supplying a signal representing the beams emitted by the light spot, and means 31 for processing the signal and for deducing from it the depth of the
profiles on the tread of the tyre. <IMAGE>
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