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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0471891A2] For controlling a group of relays in a low-power manner, a lower latching voltage and, for a short time in each case when
switching on an additional relay, an increased actuating voltage are generated via a voltage regulator (VC) in normal operation. The switching-on of
an additional relay is detected as a current rise by means of a current measuring device (RS, OP1) and is evaluated to generate a regulation signal
(i) for the voltage regulator (VC). <??>In this way, the operating voltage can be regulated in a simple manner for any number of relays which can be
individually switched on and used at different sites, such that no excessive heat loss occurs. Since there is no need for either a state measurement
or individual voltage regulation, the cost of both sensor leads and circuit elements is low and, in particular, is independent of the number of relays.
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