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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0493943A2] A method of monitoring use of postage meter (10) during a period of time is disclosed in which, at the start of the period,
meter identification and accounting data is read from the meter and input to a control computer (24) and at the end of the period meter identification
and updated accounting data is read from the meter and input to the control computer (24). A meter record relating to use of all meters monitored by
the control computer is stored in the computer. Consecutive inputs to the computer of accounting data relating to the meter are compared and if the
second of two inputs relates to accounting data at the end of a period, the second input is written to the meter record in the computer. Conveniently
the data may be conveyed from the meter to the computer by means of portable memory device (22). The memory may carry a pseudo-random
number from the computer which is compared with a pseudo-random number generated in the meter and if the comparison is successful permits
operation of the meter for franking.
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