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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0502277A2] A thermometer for measuring the core temperature of a body by measuring infrared radiation emitted by the tympanic
membrane of the ear. The thermometer includes a fiber optic fiber bundle assembly which is inserted into the ear canal to a location adjacent to the
tympanic membrane. Infrared radiation is conveyed to a thermopile which converts the radiation to an electrical signal. To assure an accurate signal
in changing ambient temperature conditions, circuitry is provided which measures the thermopile resistance (heat) just prior and/or just subsequent
to taking a temperature reading and nulling this signal. A disposable sheath is provided to cover the end of the fiber optic assembly inserted into the
ear canal to prevent cross contamination between patients. The sheath includes an infrared radiation transparent window over the end of the fiber
optic so that there are no openings in the sheath within the ear. Electronic circuitry is provided to measure and display input voltage characteristics,
compensate for room temperature variations, fiber optic transmission variations and thermopile cold junction temperature variations, and display an
accurate measured temperature. The temperature measured is displayed within about one second of initiation of temperature measurement.
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