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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0508160A2] In a gas-blast circuit breaker, compressed gas is passed through the moving contact piece (28) into the arcing space (40).
Said arcing space (40) is bounded by the cylinder (58) and the piston (60) which is moved with the moving contact piece (28). The piston (60) has
inlet openings (70) which are closed by means of the valve body (72), such that they can be opened. The operating device (76) is supported on the
neck (64) of the piston (60) so that said operating device (76) can be displaced in a reciprocating manner between two latching positions. During
switching on, the tab (84) of the operating device (76) strikes against the stop surface (98), as a result of which the operating device (76) is moved
into the first latching position (76'). At the same time, the valve body (72) is moved into the closed position (72'). Towards the end of the switching-
off movement, the shaft (86) runs onto a stop (96) so that the operating device (76) is moved back into the upper second latching position, as a
result of which the valve body (72) is moved into the open position and is held. During switching on, the arcing space (40) is thus connected to the
surrounding space (94), and is separated from it again before the start of switching off. The drive is supported when switching off large currents and
no more work is demanded of it during switching on and when switching off small currents. The gas-blast circuit breaker thus manages with a low
power drive. <IMAGE>
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