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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0518279A1] A heat treatment furnace for bulk materials, in particular metal sheets, which has a transport device for conveying the goods
to be treated through the furnace. This transport device has two groups of longitudinal beams (1, 2) which carry the materials and lie alternately at
a spacing next to one another and at least one beam group of which can be moved forwards over a part length of the transport path through the
furnace in a higher position than the other beam group and subsequently, in a lower position than this other beam group, be moved backwards into
its starting position. Provided under each longitudinal beam is a support construction (6) which supports it and is movable with it and which has at
least one side surface which extends continuously over the entire length of the support construction and which faces the support construction of
the adjacent longitudinal beam. According to the invention, there is provided between the two adjacent support constructions (6) a flexible tube (11)
which likewise extends over the entire length of the support constructions and which can be expanded in cross-section by filling with a pneumatic or
hydraulic pressure medium and thus brought to bear closely against said side surface. <IMAGE>
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