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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0533354A1] A driver circuit provides a high output current at a fast slew rate to a low impedance load. The driver circuit (20) has an
output circuit including a first bipolar transistor (23) having a collector emitter path between a voltage supply line (22) and a node (15) for connection
to a load. The output circuit also includes a first FET (27) having its source-drain path connected between the voltage supply line (24) and the base
of the first bipolar transistor (23), and its gate connected to an input node (28). An additional circuit supplies drive current to the base of the first
bipolar transistor (23) only to assist the first bipolar transistor turn-on, so that the additional circuit does not add extra voltage drop across the first
bipolar transistor (23) during turned on operation. In one embodiment, the first and second bipolar transistors (23-30) are NPN transistors, and the
first and second FETs (27,32) are p-channel FET devices. <IMAGE>
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