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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0533574A1] In order to produce an opening (6) passing right through a tubular wall (1) of a fluid box of a heat exchanger, a punch (2)
is used having a cylindrical external surface (3) terminating in a cutting edge (4), the punch being moved in the direction (F) of the generatrices of
its cylindrical surface in relation to the tubular wall so that the cutting edge comes into contact with the latter via the outside and passes through its
thickness, thereby forming the opening. According to the invention, this cylindrical surface is connected, opposite the cutting edge, on at least part
of its perimeter, to a surface portion (8) of the punch, this portion being inclined outwards from the cylindrical surface, and, at the end of the working
stroke of the punch, the inclined surface portion deforms the tubular wall so as to flare the opening. The flaring of the opening permits alignment and
easy insertion of the end of a tube into the opening. <IMAGE>
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