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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0545908A2] A continuous multi-layer plating line for steel sheet which includes a hot-galvanizing apparatus to form a galvanized
coating and optionally to alloy the coating and an electroplating apparatus to form an electroplated coating on the galvanized coating. Between
the hot-galvanizing apparatus and the electroplating apparatus, a post-galvanizing surface treatment apparatus effective for removing surface
oxide contaminants and activating the surface of the galvanized coating is disposed and the galvanized steel sheet is treated thereby prior to
electroplating. The post-galvanizing surface treatment is carried out by applying an alkali solution having a pH of at least 12 to the surface of the
galvanized coating, by alkali electrolysis, by cathodic electrolysis, by cooling the galvanized steel sheet with the said alkali solution, or by skin-pass
rolling using the said alkali solution as a skin-pass roling liquid.
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