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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0546673A2] An electrical connector (8) has a body (12) and a plurality of posts (20) extending out of one side of the connector body (12)
for mounting to a printed circuit board (59). The posts (20), each enter a respective hole (65) in the printed circuit board (59) and are retained there
by a retention feature formed in selective posts. The retention feature includes a Z shaped section (45) of the post which constitutes first, second,
and third beams. The third beam (45) includes a kink consisting of a bent portion (80) extending from the longitudinal axis of the beam out to an
apex (82) and then another bent portion (84) from the apex back to the axis and terminating in a free end (78). The width of the kink (80) is larger
than the diameter of the hole (65) into which it is inserted. The three beams are configured so that, once in the hole (65), the apex (82) is in pressing
engagement with the wall on one side of the hole (65) and the free end (78) is urged into secure engagement with a lower corner of the hole on the
opposite side. A feature thereof is that the posts (20) are formed of a hardened, spring metal having a predetermined elastic limit, and that the bent
portions (80,84) are elastically deformed by an amount below said elastic limit when the connector (8) is inserted in said printed circuit board (59).
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