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Abstract (en)
A sheet feeding apparatus for feeding sheets (201) to an image forming means of an image forming apparatus comprises a sheet accommodating
means (202) from which the sheets are fed out by a feeding means (214, 214', 215, 215'), a separation means (227, 227') which separates the fed
sheets one by one, and a transporting means (216, 216') which cooperates with the feeding means to transport the sheets to the image forming
means. Further, there is provided a first passage through which the sheets separated by the separation means are fed to a position between the
feeding means and the transporting means, and a second passage (229) through which sheets are fed to the above position whilst the separation
means is bypassed, wherein the feeding means and the transporting means are adapted to transport the sheets fed through either the first or the
second passage. <IMAGE>
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