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Abstract (en)
[origin: WO9301861A1] Method and apparatus for transcutaneously pacing the heart with pacing stimuli each of which comprises a series of
individual pulses. The heart reacts to the series of pulses as if the series were one continuous pulse, whereas the pulse series produces skeletal
muscle reactions that are similar to that which would be expected for individual pulses. The result is reduced stimulation of skeletal muscles and
nerves, and less discomfort for the patient. Further reduction in stimulation of skeletal muscles and nerves can be achieved by providing a series
of subthreshold initial pulses in each pacing stimulus, and by providing background stimuli occurring in the intervals between pacing stimuli. The
apparatus includes timing and control circuitry (20), stimuli generating circuitry (30) connected to electrodes (70, 72).
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