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Abstract (en)
An apparatus and method are provided for loading a dye donor web in a thermal printer. The apparatus includes a take-up spool and a dye donor
web having a leader with adhesive material thereon, top and bottom surfaces, and first and second parallel longitudinal edges. The take-up spool
has a body and first and second alignment lines positioned on the body to receive the web with the parallel edges aligned with the alignment lines
and secured with the adhesive. The method comprises swinging open a door of the printer and providing access to first and second spaced apart
guiding support members, and to third and fourth spaced apart guiding support members one of which has a color indicia thereon. The method
includes inserting a dye donor web take-up spool between the first and second guiding support members, inserting a supply spool having a dye
donor web wound thereon between the third and fourth guiding support members so that an insertion label on the supply spool is adjacent the color
indicia, and unwinding a portion of the dye donor web and positioning a donor web leader on the take-up spool with parallel edges of the leader
aligned with alignment lines on the take-up spool. <IMAGE>
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