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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0611581A2] The tube carrier apparatus (1A) is composed of carrier rails (2, 3), at least a pair of rollers (5, 5) provided so as to pinch
a flexible tube (30) therebetween, and a driving section (6) for rotating the rollers (5, 5). The carrier rails (2, 3) are formed with a groove (4) as a
passage for the tube through which the tube is to be carried in the longitudinal direction thereof. When the motor (6) is driven, both the rollers (5,
5) are rotated in two different rotative directions, so that the tube (30) is pinched between the rotating rollers (5, 5) and the tube is then carried in
accordance with the rotation of the rollers. The tube carrier apparatus is simple in structure and small in size. Alternatively, the apparatus (1B, 1C,
1D, 1E) comprises at least one first passage (81, 131, 181, 221) through which the tube is adapted to pass, a plurality of second passages (71, 72;
141, 151; 171, 191; 231) through which the tube is to be carried, a switching member rotatably or movably disposed between the first and second
passages and a driving mechanism (10, 21) for rotating or moving the switching member (9, 16, 20, 24) and including a connection passage (91,
92; 161, 162; 201, 202; 241) for selectively connecting the first passage and any one of the second passages. The switching member (9, 16, 20, 24)
is rotated or moved by the driving mechanism (10, 21) to select connection between the first tube passage (81, 131, 181, 221) and any one of the
second passages (71, 72; 141, 151; 171, 191; 231). <IMAGE>
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