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Abstract (en)
[origin: US5454317A] An apparatus for the automatic changing of new and used printing plates in sheet-fed offset printing machines, having a
plurality of printing units, includes a central printing plate storage container and a printing plate transport apparatus. Mounted on each plate cylinder
of a printing unit is a guide device which is pivotable so as to be capable of being thrown onto the plate cylinder and off from the latter and via which
a new printing plate can be fed from above to the plate cylinder and, with the plate cylinder slowly rotating backwards, a used printing plate can
also be conveyed out and upwards. Mounted above the printing machine is a guide rail on which a travelling carriage of the transport apparatus,
having plate gripping and lifting devices, can be moved along all the printing units of the printing machine. The transport apparatus conveys the
used printing plates from the printing units to the central printing plate storage container and, from the latter, new printing plates are provided to the
respective printing units, where these printing plates are fed to the plate cylinder via the gripping and lifting device and via the respective thrown-on
guide device.
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