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Abstract (en)
Methods are described for the removal of core particles, fiber bundles and fines from a fibrous starting material obtained from hollow stalk plants
such as kenaf, by field drying, chopping and coarse comminution of the plant stalks and subsequent summary removal of core particles. The material
is pulped in hot water, and fine, lightweight fibers, other fines and residual core particles are separated from this first pulp. A fibrous pulp is recovered
wherein the fibers include less than 10%, preferably less than 5 % by weight of non-fibrous materials. The separation of unwanted constituents may
also be achieved by air classifying the plant material pretreated as above, in a special, vertical multistage wind sifter. The fibers which are obtained
in a substantially uncontaminated state are useful as the sole fiber component or as reinforcing fibers in sheet materials such as mulch sheets,
paper, cardboard, construction panels and packaging materials, etc. <IMAGE>
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