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Abstract (en)
An electrical switch is provided having first and second interdigitated poles and a through pole passing therebetween. Each of the first and second
poles have multiple fingers spaced-apart and coplanar with one another. The through pole meanders through, is spaced-apart from and coplanar
with the fingers of the other poles, and does not box in the other poles of the switch. In a keypad embodying an array of switches, the poles of each
switch are connected to conductive traces that are brought out to an edge of the keypad. The traces are formed on one surface of the keypad.
The through pole allows one or more of the poles of the switches in the keypad to be interconnected and brought to the edge of the keypad while
remaining on the same surface of the keypad, thereby permitting the use of a single electrical connector for coupling the switches to other circuitry.
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