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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0650846A2] In order to optimize print quality, it is desirable to minimize the distance between a inkjet printhead (26) and the medium
(90) that is being printed on. On the other hand, large dense areas of ink such as typically occurs in high quality color graphics will cause buckling
of the print medium, and will be scraped and smeared by the printhead as the ink is applied unless a greater distance is maintained between the
printhead and the nominal location of the print medium than is desirable for optimal quality of black on white text. Color inkjet printers (10) commonly
employ a plurality of print cartridges (22), usually either two or four, mounted in the printer carriage (20) to produce a full spectrum of colors. It is
therefore advantageous if at least the black print cartridge is closer to the print medium when printing text than is at least the color cartridge when
printing color graphics. Accordingly, a pen carriage with adjustable printhead-to-medium spacing (44, 115, Fig 8) is disclosed. A controller (120) tells
the printer to decrease the printhead-to-medium spacing when text printing is being performed and to increase the printhead-to-medium spacing
when printing color graphics and/or large dense area, based on the current print mode, the type of ink being used and/or the density of the ink being
deposited, to thereby enable at least the black printhead to be as close to the medium as possible during the printing of black on white text, so that
the print quality of conventional text will be optimized. <IMAGE>

IPC 1-7
B41J 25/308

IPC 8 full level
B41J 2/01 (2006.01); B41J 11/00 (2006.01); B41J 25/308 (2006.01); G01D 15/18 (2006.01)

CPC (source: EP US)
B41J 25/308 (2013.01 - EP); B41J 25/3082 (2013.01 - EP US)

Citation (search report)
• [A] EP 0519682 A2 19921223 - TEKTRONIX INC [US]
• [A] EP 0334548 A2 19890927 - HEWLETT PACKARD CO [US]
• [E] EP 0623474 A2 19941109 - HEWLETT PACKARD CO [US]

Cited by
EP0794063A1; EP1213152A3; AU2002318771B2; EP0748697A1; US6273536B1; EP0970816A3; EP0795413A1; EP0736388A3; US5988782A;
CN117741773A; US6250731B1; US6488348B1; WO2021216069A1

Designated contracting state (EPC)
DE FR GB IT

DOCDB simple family (publication)
EP 0650846 A2 19950503; EP 0650846 A3 19951122; EP 0650846 B1 19981209; DE 69415129 D1 19990121; DE 69415129 T2 19990429;
JP 3459125 B2 20031020; JP H07190811 A 19950728

DOCDB simple family (application)
EP 94307905 A 19941027; DE 69415129 T 19941027; JP 26732694 A 19941031

https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search?q=pn%3DEP0650846A3?&section=Biblio&called_by=GPI
https://register.epo.org/application?number=EP94307905&lng=en&tab=main
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?version=19950101&symbol=B41J0025308000&priorityorder=yes&lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B41J0002010000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B41J0011000000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=B41J0025308000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://www.wipo.int/ipcpub/?level=a&lang=en&symbol=G01D0015180000&priorityorder=yes&refresh=page&version=20060101
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B41J25/308
http://worldwide.espacenet.com/classification?locale=en_EP#!/CPC=B41J25/3082

