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Abstract (en)
[origin: EP0652017A1] The term biomaterial is generally applied to describe a material which can be introduced into the bloodstream or the
tissue of the human body, for example infusion, cardiac or balloon-tipped catheters, electrodes for pacemakers or defibrillators, suture material,
vascular prostheses, supportive structures for vessels, so-called stents or the like. It is known to coat such biomaterials in order to prevent, in
particular, deposition of plasma and cell constituents and hence coagulation. According to the invention, a lacquer-like coating of a blood- and
tissue-compatible material having a layer thickness below 100 micrometers, preferably 10 micrometers, is built up and is permanently degraded
in the body. Any depositing plasma or cell constituents are liberated upon degradation of this coating material. Moreover, anticoagulants and anti-
inflammatory substances may be incorporated in the coating material.
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