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Abstract (en)
The present invention provides a method for making an image comprising the steps of: placing a dye donor element, having on a support a dye
layer containing a thermally transferable dye, with said dye layer in face-to-face relationship with an image receiving element; image-wise heating
a thus obtained assemblage by activating a number of heating elements of a thermal head being in contact with said dye donor element, each of
said heating elements corresponding to an image pixel and separating said dye donor element from said image receiving element; characterised
in that during said image-wise heating, heating elements corresponding to an image pixel for which no density is required are activated such
that they generate an amount of heat (He) in accordance with the following formula: 0.5 HD < He < HD (I> wherein HD represents the amount of
heat required to cause visible dye transfer from said dye donor element to said image receiving element. The life-time of the thermal head can be
prolonged when the above method is used.
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