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Abstract (en)
Method and apparatus for effecting a hardware assisted pixel reformat during bit boundary block transfers (BITBLTs) is disclosed. In a preferred
embodiment, hardware reformat logic is incorporated into a BITBLT engine of a computer system for automatically reformatting pixels from an m-bit
source format to an n-bit destination format during screen refresh. The reformat logic comprises a lookup table, for mapping each bit of an m-bit pixel
data word to a position in an n-bit destination pixel data word, and reformat engine connected to the lookup table for physically routing each bit of
source pixel data to the appropriate destination position, as indicated by the lookup table. In this manner, bits may be mapped from one bit plane in a
source bitmap to a second bit plane in a destination bitmap, thereby reformatting the pixel data, by simply programming the appropriate entries in the
lookup table. <IMAGE>
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