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Abstract (en)
The present invention includes a papermaking apparatus (46) for pressing and drying a web (w). The apparatus (46) includes a press (47) and
a drying section (48) disposed downstream relative to the press (47). The press (47) further includes a press member (50) and a backing roll
(52) which cooperates with the press member (50) for defining therebetween a press nip (54) for pressing the web (w). A fabric (10) is disposed
contiguously relative to the web (w) and extending through the nip (54) for supporting and guiding the web (w) through the nip (54). A felt (56)
extends through the nip (54), the felt (56) being disposed on the opposite side of the web (w) relative to the fabric (10). The fabric (10) defines a
relatively smooth surface (40) towards the web (w) such that when the web (w) exits the nip (54) and the fabric (10) and felt (56) diverge relative
to each other, the web (w) follows the smooth surface (40) of the fabric (10) without being rewetted thereby. The dryer section (48) includes an
upstream dryer (60) and a guide roll (62) which cooperates with the upstream dryer (60). The fabric (10) extends for the nip (54) to and around a
portion of a heated outer surface (66) of the upstream dryer (60), the fabric (10) thereafter being guided away from the upstream dryer (60) by the
guide roll (62) such that the web (w) is guided without open draw from the nip (54) to the dryer section (48) without rewetting thereof by the fabric
(10). <IMAGE>
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